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Commander 

Jeffrey Taylor, AP 

155 Horton Street 
City Island, NY 10464 
718.885.3757 
lightair@optonline.net  
 

Executive Officer 

Jerry Simotas, AP 
50 Berrian Road 
New Rochelle, NY 10804 
914.632.4763 
jsimotas@aol.com 
 

Education Officer 

Daniel Perugini, SN 
1576 Paulding Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10462 
718.822.1284 
 

Administrative Officer 

Marie J. Milillo, AP 
1944 Paulding Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10462 
718.792.5226 
mjmva@earthlink.net 
 

Secretary 

Robert Luciano, P 
818 Swinton Ave 
Bronx, NY 10465 
718.931.6667 
bluciano@metlife.com 
 

Treasurer 

Peggy F. Morton, AP 
82D Edgewater Park 
Bronx, NY 10462 
718.792.2804 
pegfmorton@aol.com 

REMEMBER to submit articles 

of information and interest that 

you would like included in fu-

ture editions. Send to the edi-

tor: cipsnews@aol.com 

Commander’s Message 
  It was not so long ago that I first met Chris 
DeStefano on Lisa Dunton’s little twenty-three foot 
sloop, “Palazzina”.  The occasion was the 1998 An-
nual CIPS regatta.  We didn’t win, but Chris and Lisa 
together managed to talk me into taking the public 
boating course with my wife; and Lisa and I managed 
to convert Chris from a motor boater to a real 
sailor.  I joined the squadron, and he bought a beauti-
ful little Herreshof Eagle gaff-rigged sloop.  Four years 
later, I’ve just been installed as the new CIPS com-
mander, and frankly, it sometimes makes me a little 
breathless.  I thought I was the one who had turned 
Chris around! 
 We have a bunch of surprisingly junior 

people on the bridge and in other positions of responsibility this watch.  Jerry Simotas, 
this year’s executive officer, is one year behind me, and has the distinction of having 
relieved me of each of the posts I’ve filled in the squadron, then proceeding to do a 
better job of each one than I did the year before.  I would say this bodes well for the 
squadron’s future.  Peg Morton and Marie Milillo are the treasurer and administrative 
officer, respectively, this watch.  I believe they are both junior even to Jerry and me, 
but are already well known to most squadron members for their hard work and en-
thusiasm.  The fact is, though, they do more work than anybody knows.  Another new 
dynamo is the secretary this year, Bob Luciano.  He too has only been here a short 
time, but we’ve already learned to expect great things from him. 

 Fortunately for all us new kids, we still have all the old stalwarts behind us.  
Danny Perugini is our education officer once again.  He is an anchor on this new 
bridge, and his long experience is a great comfort to us all.  Most of our course chair-
men and teachers have been around much longer than I have too, and the continuity 
they provide is irreplaceable.  We also have several past commanders and other sen-
ior members actively involved in the day-to-day business of the squadron, and we 
know very well how to appreciate their help and support; so we are well protected 
from any major false steps.  Even more importantly, we have all felt the warm backing 
and support of the squadron’s membership as a whole, at the annual meeting and the 
Change of Watch festivities, which met or exceeded the usual high City Island Power 
Squadron standard.  I’d like to thank everyone who attended and made us feel so wel-
come.  Special thanks go to Past District Commander Dave Drummond, and the cur-
rent District Commander, Dan Jakovitch, whose presence added that much more 
dignity, and gave us all that much more confidence in the future. 

 It seems to me that any organization that can boast as much experience and 
wisdom, as much history and continuity as this one does, and at the same time can so 
fully welcome its newest members, entrusting them with its highest honors and great-
est responsibilities, can accomplish just about anything it wants.  An organization like 
CIPS really ought to shoot for the stars! 

      Commander Jeffrey Taylor  

REACHING FOR THE STARS 

THE BRIDGE OFFICERS 
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Fall Governing Board, 
Reno Hilton, Reno, NV 

11 Thursday  

Executive Board Meeting, 

Commander's Home 

18 Thursday  

General Membership 
Meeting, City Island Yacht 
Club 

27 Saturday  

CIPS' REGATTA Captains 
Mtg. - TBA 

OCTOBER 2003 

1 Wednesday  

D/4 Council Meeting, San  

Carlo Restaurant, Lyndhurst, NJ 

7 Tuesday  

D/4 Educational Department 
Meeting San Carlo Restaurant, 
Lyndhurst, NJ 

9 Thursday  

Executive Board Meeting Com-
mander's Home 

JUNE 2003 

1 Sunday (rescheduled)  

CIPS' BLESSING OF THE 
FLEET, Fenton’s Dock, City 
Island, NY 

4 Wednesday 

D/4 Council Meeting, San 
Carlo Restaurant, Lynd-
hurst, NJ 

11 Wednesday  

D/4 Educational Depart-
ment Meeting , San Carlo 
Restaurant, Lyndhurst, NJ 

12 Thursday 

Executive Board Meeting, 

Commander's Home 

19 Thursday  

General Membership 
Meeting, City Island Yacht 
Club 

JULY 2003 

12 Saturday  

CIPS' DAY RAFT-UP 

[Rain-13 Sunday] TBA 

AUGUST 2003     

1-3 Friday - Sunday-
Inter-District Rendezvous 
Liberty Landing Marina, NJ 

9-10 Saturday - Sunday  

CIPS' OVER-NIGHT 
RAFT-UP (TBA) 

27 Wednesday  

D/4 Council Meeting, San 
Carlo Restaurant, Lynd-
hurst, NJ 

SEPTEMBER 2003 

3-7 Wed.-Sunday 

13 Monday  

Public Boating First Session, 

City Island Yacht Club 

16 Thursday  

General Membership Meet-
ing, City Island Yacht Club 

25 Saturday  

HALLOWEEN PARTY-

Westchester Country Club 

31 Friday D/C’s Cocktail 

Party, Parsippany Hilton, Par-
sippany, NJ 

CIPS CALENDAR 

JUNE to OCTOBER 
AWARDS OR RECOGNITION MADE OR RECEIVED 

 
A. District:  

P/C Edward Shimansky, SN, D/4's nominee for 
Chapman Award for Excellence in Teaching, 9 No-
vember 2002 

Charles H. Leach Memorial Trophy, 1 March 2003 

 

 B. National:  
Publications Committee Award in Recognition of  
Outstanding Performance in the Practice of USPS Journalism 

USPS Educational Fund Certificate of Merit Honor Roll 14th 
100% Award 
2nd Place Teaching Aid Award in Seamanship Category in rec-
ognition of the leadership ability displayed  in the development of 
teaching aid for use in the USPS educational programs at the USPS 
2003 Annual Meeting. 
_________________________________ 

Charles H. Leach Memorial Award - D/Lt Fred Hurst, Jr., SN  (Chairman) 

The Charles H. Leach Memorial Trophy which is a Memorial given to District 4 by P/V/C 
Deemons C. Merrill, N to honor P/V/C Charles H. Leach, JN formerly from Northern New 
Jersey Power Squadron.  It was the wish of Commander Leach to promote the Attendance of 
D/4 Members at our Annual Conferences and to stimulate interest in the further study of our 
curriculum devoted to Piloting and Navigation. To that end, the contest for the trophy has 
been directed and the furtherance of these goals has been realized for more than twenty 
years.  

 

 The award is based on Attendance at our Spring and Fall Conferences, Attendance at the 
Workshops during these sessions and Advancement in Grades within the Squadrons:  

City Island Power Squadron  



JUNE 2003 – PAGE 4 

 

No. 
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28 
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31 

32 

33 

CRYPTIC 

24 H in a D 

26 L of the A 

7 D of the W 

7 W of the W 

12 S of the Z 

66 B of the B 

52 C in a P (WJs) 

13 S in the USF 

18 H on a G C 

39 B of the O T 

5 T on a F 

90 D in a R A 

3 B M (S H T R) 

32 is the T in D F at which W F 

15 P in a R T 

3 W on a T 

100 C in a R 

11 P in a F (S) T 

12 M in a Y 

13=UFS 

8 T on an O 

29 D in F in a L Y 

27 B in the N T 

365 D in a Y 

13 L in a B D 

52 W in a Y 

9 L of a C 

60 M in an H 

23 P of C in the H B 

64 S on a C B 

9 P in S A 

6 B to an O in C 

1000 Y in a M 

15 M on a D M C 

ANSWERS 

24 HOURS IN A DAY 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Mensa International is an international high-IQ society that welcomes people from every walk of life 
whose IQ is in the top 2% of the population. You have to work out what the letters mean. See No. 0 as an example. According to 
MENSA, if you get 19 + of these, you are a “genius”. Only 2 MENSA members achieved full marks. Scoring: 1 to 5 is Average, 6 to 11 is 
Somewhat Intelligent, 12 to 18 is Intelligent, 19 + is Genius.  See answers on page 12. 

M E N S A   T E S T  
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NAUTICAL MEASUREMENTS  

A fathom is 6 feet, the length of rope a man can extend from open 
arm to open arm. The rope was lowered into the sea to measure 
depth. 

 A cable length is the length of a ship's cable, about 600 feet. 

 A nautical mile is 10 cable lengths, or 6,080 feet. 

 1 nautical mile = 1.1515 miles 

 A knot is the measure of speed on water. One knot is 1 nautical mile 

 JOIN FELLOW MEMBERS FOR FUN & 

GAMES ON THE WATER …  

REMEMBER  

 RAFT UP DAYS 

 JULY 12 AND  AUGUST 9-10 

Marie and Peg have completed their stint, 

Having put our CIPS paper into fine print, 

Messages, puzzles, celebrations and jokes, 

Photos of members, and even young folks, 

The blessings, Raft-ups, meetings and more, 

Courses, dates and trivia, galore; 

All recorded with editorial eyes, 

They deserve from CIPS the Pulitzer Prize, 

All we can say- each and everyone, 

Thank you for a job well done. 

  PC Lillian Vitaglione 

AN ODE TO MARIE AND PEG 

… THE INTREPID CIPS NEWSLETTER EDITORS  

Dear Marie and Peggy, 

Again, my compliments and 
thanks for such a lively mix 
of notices, info and humor – 
not to mention pictures. 

And speaking of pictures… I 
teach the New York State 
safety course for kids… and 
most of them are involved 
with smaller boats. So, I 
took your “stuff to have on 
a small boat”, copied one of 
each, and  I am using it to 
reinforce what I try to teach 
them. Many thanks again.
 PC Marge Phelan 

And more…. 

Old Beyond His Years 

 From the dock the woman watched as the salty old tugboat captain skillfully docked 
his boat. She was impressed that such an old man would still be doing such a tough job. 
She decided to wait until the captain disembarked. As he did, she asked him," Captain, 
what is your secret to leading such a long and productive life?" 

 "Well," he said. "I would have to say it's because I smoke three packs of cigarettes a 
day, drink a case of whisky every week, eat a lot of fatty foods and I never exercise. 

Wow, that's amazing," the woman said. "exactly how old are you?" 

He answered, "Thirty-one" 

One 
Step at a Time! 

The captain of the cruise liner 
fell down the stairs on to the 
promenade deck. The cruise 
director saw him fall and 
rushed to his aide. "Captain," 
he said, " did you miss a step?" 

 "No," said the captain, " I'm 
pretty sure I hit every one of 
them! 

I Am What I Am...honest! 

 The Ship's doctor was inter-
viewing a sailor who was ap-
parently trying to get a medi-
cal discharge from the navy.  

 "What seems to be the prob-
lem?", asked the doctor. 

 "I believe I am a dog, woof - 
woof", responded the sailor. 

 "I see.", said the doctor, eye-
brows raised, "How long has 
this been going on?" 

 "Ever since I was a puppy!" 

 
WEATHER TIPS FOR DUMMIESWEATHER TIPS FOR DUMMIES  

ABOUT CLOUDS  

- If clouds are gathering thick and fast, 
Keep sharp look out for sail and mast, But if 
they slowly onward crawl, Shoot your lines, 
nets and trawl.  
- When clouds appear like rocks and tow-
ers, the earth's refreshed with frequent 
showers.  
- When mountains and cliffs in the clouds 
appear, some sudden and violent showers 
are near. 
- Mackerel sky and mares' tails make lofty 
ships carry low sails.  

- If clouds look as if scratched by a hen. Get 
ready to reef your topsails then.  

ABOUT SKIES   

- Ring around the moon - Rain before 
noon. 

- Red sky in the morning sailors take warn-
ing, red sky at night sailors delight.. 

- Trace in the sky the painter’s brush, 
The winds around you soon will rush. 

- Pale moon rains; Red moon blows.  
White moon neither rains or snows. 

- If birds fly low; Expect rain and a blow. 
Ode to the Weatherman...  
And in the dying embers 

these are my main regrets: 
When I’m right no one remembers; 

When I’m wrong no one forgets. 

 

ABOUT WINDS  

- Wind before the rain, turn and shoot 
again. Rain then the wind, pick up and go in. 

 - When the wind is blowing in the North 
No fisherman should set forth. 
- When the wind is blowing in the East,  
'Tis not fit for man nor beast. 
- When the wind is blowing in the South 
It brings the food over the fish's mouth. 
- When the wind is blowing in the West,  
That is when the fishing’s best!  
- The wind in the west, suits everyone best. 

- When the wind backs; and the weather 

glass falls; Prepare yourself for gales and 
squalls. 
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1. Carbon monoxide, a deadly gas, the effects of which mimic sea sickness and intoxication, is:  

 

 

a blue/grey gas that smells like rotten bananas.  
often found lying on the surface of the water on warm days.  
a colorless, odorless, tasteless gas.  
nothing to worry about if you are in open air.  

2. A safety-conscious skipper never starts the engine on a gasoline- powered boat before:  

  

all passengers are comfortably seated on the foredeck, gunwale, or transom.  
checking to see that there is enough alcohol and additives in the fuel.  
checking the Sunday newspaper for a weather forecast.  
sniffing for fuel vapors in the engine and fuel compartments.  

3. Before fueling a boat with a built-in fuel tank, you should:  

  

close all portholes, doors, and hatches.  
turn on the bilge blower, if so equipped.  
open all portholes, doors, and hatches.     
keep all smokers at least three feet away.  

4. If you are caught on the water in bad weather, your first step should be to:  

 

 

listen for a weather forecast.  
pour water into the bilge to increase stability.  
stop all movement of your boat and drift until the storm is over.  
see that all aboard are wearing life preservers.  

5. When docking your boat it is desirable to plan the procedure in advance and:  

 

 

always operate your boat at cruising speed.  
approach slowly against the wind or current for more control of your boat.  
give instructions in a loud authoritative tone so that the crew will know who is in 

charge.  
teach the crew how to keep the boat away from the pier using their arms and legs.  

6. The correct anchor for your boat will depend not only on the size and type of your boat but on the:  

  

cost(always purchase the cheapest anchor available).  
size and length of your anchor rode.  
types of seabed and amount of wind and current you expect to encounter.  
location(bow or stern)from which you anchor.  

7. When participating in water sports such as water skiing, boardsailing, operating a personal watercraft, etc.it 
is important to:  

 

 

operate as close to swimmers,fishermen, sailors, divers, and boats at anchor so that 
your expertise and skills can be admired.  

pick a day with good strong winds, currents, and waves.  
never engage in watersports at night.  
not hinder your activities by wearing a life preserver,(PFD).  

8. To attract attention when you have an emergency in a small boat, blow your whistle or horn, or:  

 

 

swim slowly to shore, even if it is a long distance.  
set afloat an ice chest or life jacket with a note asking for help.  
just sit patiently until a marine patrol officer comes along.  
slowly and repeatedly raise your arms outstretched from your sides.  

                                                                               (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 
 

  

SEAMANSHIP QUIZ !!!  

see how your knowledge stacks up!  
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10. The times and heights of tides are:  

 

 

influenced by the heat of the sun.  
influenced by high-pressure weather systems.  
predictable for any day at a given place.  
uniform in all locations.  

                                     (ANSWERS ON PAGE 12) 

9. You should have charts of the area where you are boating onboard to help you determine where you are and:  

 

 

provide you with up-to-date weather forecasts.  
show you where the fish are, if you are a fisherman.  
give you the location of near-by refreshment stands.  
where you want to be to avoid busy shipping lanes and hazards.  

                                                                                       

… SOME THINGS THE US COAST 
GUARD SAYS YOU CAN DO TO 

HELP... 
 

• Keep your boat secure and 
locked when not in use. This in-
cludes when you visit a marina, 
waterside restaurant, or friend's 
dock or pier. Never leave your 
boat accessible to others. 
• Take your keys with you. 
• When storing your boat, 
make sure the boat is secure 
and the engine disabled. If it's 
on a trailer, then make the 
trailer as immobile as possible. 
• Do not stop your vessel or 
anchor beneath bridges or in 
channels. If you do, expect to be 
approached and possibly boarded 
by law enforcement officials. 
• Observe and avoid all secure 
areas. If you don't know where 
these areas have been desig-
nated, check with local law en-
forcement or the Coast Guard. 
• Do not venture 
into commercial port 
operational areas, es-
pecially those that in-
volve military, cruise 
line, fuel, petroleum, 
hazardous materials 
or other inventories that may be 
a target of terrorist activity. 

• Do not approach military, 
cruise line, or commercial traffic. 
Keep your distance. There is a 
100 yard security zone around 
these type of vessels, and the 
penalties for violating that secu-
rity zone are severe. 
• Report all suspicious activity 
to local law enforcement au-
thorities, the Coast Guard, the 
port or marina security, the Na-

tional Re-
sponse 
Center, or 
to all of 
those. Do 
not ap-
proach or 

challenge any person or vessel 
acting in a suspicious manner. 
Some actions that you might 
consider to be suspicious are: 
filming or shooting photos from 
or of ships; divers near a ship; 
recovering or tossing items into 
the water or on the shoreline; 
signaling between boats or ships 
or to shore; unattended boats; 
diving near bridges or other 
structures; transfer of people or 
things between ships, or between 
ships and the shore outside of a 
port; missing or broken fencing 
or lighting around facilities; and 
unusual night-time operations.  

Being on our waterways, you become an integral part of Homeland Security. When you are out on our na-
tion's waterways, you can see, you can hear, and you can report things that may seem suspicious to you. This 
kind of citizen vigilance makes it extremely difficult for terrorists for succeed. 

To report suspicious activity, contact the National Response Center 
1-800-424-8802 

• Pay particular atten-
tion to areas under and 
around bridges, en-
trances to tunnels, near 
power plants, near wa-
ter intakes/treatment 
plants, near oil or 
chemical facilities, fuel 
docks, and near military 
bases. 

          ————————— 
The Coast Guard is estab-
lishing the following tempo-
rary safety and security 
zones: 
 
1. All waters of Bowery and 
Flushing Bays within ap-
proximately 100 yards of 
La Guardia Airport; 
2. All waters of Bergen Ba-
sin north of 40°39'26.4" N; 
3. All waters of Thurston 
Basin north of 40°38'21.2" 
N; 
4. All waters of Jamaica Bay 
within approximately 100 
yards of John F. 
Kennedy Airport; and 
5. All waters of Eastchester 
Bay within approximately 
100 yards of Rodman 
Neck, south of the City Is-
land Bridge.  
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 IN LOVING MEMORY 
 

 
Lt  JACK PALMER, Senior Navigator 

February 12, 1922 - March 11, 2003  

Jack Palmer took his final voyage on 
March 11, 2003 after a long fight 
with cancer.  Jack leaves behind his 
loving wife Audrey.  He was the in-
spiring and much loved father of 

Amy, Jody, Charles and the late Andrew and the 
adored Poppy of four grandchildren. Jack was a 26 
year USPS member with 18 merit marks.  He was 
probably the most talented member of CIPS.   He 
was known by many titles: Business Executive, Engi-
neer, World War II veteran, Scuba Diver, Inventor, 
Adventurer, Sailor, Captain, celestial navigator and 
teacher whose flair for living had great impact on all 
those around him.  As an inventor he had several pat-
ents to his name, but his most famous patent is the 
aluminum safety seal on a container under the cap.  
Yes that piece of foil hermetically sealing our con-
tainers is due to a process that Jack invented. To 
CIPS though, Jack will always be known as educator 
and teacher.  Jack had a great love for celestial 
navigation and even a greater understanding of it.  
Jack has helped almost all of our young Junior Navi-
gators and Navigators in their understanding of ce-
lestial navigation. Jack will be missed dearly by 
CIPS, and next time you break one of those alumi-
num foil seals think fondly of Jack who is now un-
doubtedly sailing among the stars. 

 
P/Lt/C JOSEPH MASONE, Senior Navigator  

Nov 18, 1915 – April 23, 2003 
Charter Member, Life Member, 35 merit marks, Former 

SEO and Membership Chair.  
Sadly on 23rd April of this year we 
have marked the passing of a loved 
and well respected founding member 
of the City Island Power Squadron. 
Many of those who have had the 

pleasure of  knowing Joe Masone and working with 
him on various committees have said that he is irre-
placeable. Certainly others may take over various 
activities that he chaired but no one will have his  

 

UNTIMELY DEPARTURES... 

spirit, his sense of humor and his wit and charm. Indeed, 
he was unique and special.  Joe was raised here in Bronx 
on Alerton Avenue, one of 9 children of John & Rose 
Masone. We now know how he developed his commanding 
voice. With eight siblings you made certain your voice 
was heard above the rest! He attended Evander Child 
High School eventually graduating from New York Uni-
versity with a degree in accounting. He served his coun-
try in WWII and remained in the reserves and retired 
as a Major.  As a member of the choir in the Church of 
Mt. Carmel he met the love of his life, Matilda, and they 
were married in 1942. They brought forth three chil-
dren, John, Gregory and Nadine who were soon to be-
come crew on Joe’s first boat, a 26ft Steel Craft 
Cruiser named Mati-Joe. Boating was a passion with Joe 
and he took his sons with him to a Power Squadron class 
given at Fordham College in the 1960’s. Greg and John 
Masone continue with their fathers passion and both are 
Captains of their own 46 and 43ft Yachts today.  When 
not boating or doing fatherly things Joe worked for the 
ILGWU and retired at age 62 as unfortunately he had 
failing eyesight. Joe then devoted his next 26 years to 
the Power Squadron to share his knowledge and love of 
boating. He was a founding member of the City island 
Power Squadron and taught engine maintenance and 
weather. The success and growth of membership in 
CIPS was due to his tireless efforts as Membership 
Chairman for our squadron. Joseph Masone’s final sunset 
was on April 23,2003. His parting dress was specifically 
requested to be his USPS dress uniform.  

GENERAL MEETING INVOCATION 

Heavenly father, this evening is the first meeting of the 
new Watch of our squadron.  Yet, we come before you 
with heavy heart because you have taken from us a dear 
friend and comrade, Joseph Masone. You know even bet-
ter than we how much he loved our squadron, how enthu-
siastic, passionate, and devoted he was in countless ways 
throughout these many years. Father, help us to realize 
how much You have spoiled us. After all, he was Your 
gift to us. Help us to hold in our hearts even a tiny mor-
sel of his exuberance and love for our squadron as we 
continue without him. Because of You his spirit is within 
us. For this we thank You and Joseph, too  

"Fare thee well!" dear Joe.  

APRIL 24, 2003                         by PC Lillian Vitaglione 
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Dear New Member, 

  Congratulations on successfully completing the USPS’ Public Boating Course, and welcome to the City Island Power 
Squadron.  Your squadron offers a wide variety of other boating classes, as well as monthly General Membership meetings, a num-
ber of social events throughout the year, and several on-the-water activities. 

 We sponsor courses on a regular basis in Seamanship, Piloting, Advanced Piloting, Junior Navigation, and Senior Naviga-
tion.  These courses lead to the successive advanced grades within USPS.  The last two deal with celestial navigation, using the 
stars and a sextant to accurately determine your position at sea.  We also have elective courses in Weather, Cruise Planning, En-
gine Maintenance, Marine Electronics and Sailing, among many others.  There is no end to what you can learn about boating, and 
your squadron will be proud and happy to accompany you at every step, as far as you’d like to go. 

 This summer we’re planning two CIPS raft-ups on Long Island Sound, one of them an overnighter.  The overnighter is 
one of my favorite events of the year.  In September, we’ll have the annual CIPS regatta, or sailboat race on the Sound.  We al-
ways try to get as many motor-boaters and non-sailors aboard the contestant boats as possible.  It’s a friendly race, and loads of 
fun.  My boat will be one of the entries. 

 We encourage lots of participation by new members in this squadron, and will welcome you with open arms if you want 
to get involved in running the organization.  Although we are fortunate to have many senior members, and rely heavily on their 
guidance and experience, most of the people on the bridge have been in the Squadron less than five years.  

 Social events on this year’s calendar include a Halloween Party, a trip to Hayden Planetarium in November, a Holiday 
Party in September, Founder’s Day celebration in February, and the very popular annual CIPS Change of Watch dinner-dance next 
April.  You are warmly invited to all these events and activities as one of the Squadron’s newest and most valued members. 

           Cdr. Jeffrey D. Taylor, AP 

Commander’s Letter to New Members... 

Robert F. Berent 
Bronx, 10464          
 
John G. Carew 
Bronx, 10465         
 
Felix Castro Jr. 
Bronx, 10464   
 
Pauline Noonan Castro 
Bronx, 10464   
 
Cheryll Chun-Burke 
Glendale, 11358   
 
Christopher J.Cococcia 
Dobbs Ferry, 100522     
 
Barbara Carmenini 
 
Gary Cottam 
Bronx, 10464      
 
Angela Cottam 
Bronx, 10464      
 
Sandra Erickson 
Bronx, 10464    
 
Pedro Garcia 
Bronx, 10465       

Luis Henriques 
Yonkers, 10703 
    
Madeline Bianchi 
 
Abraham Johnson 
Bronx, 10469      
 
Timothy McKay 
Bronx  
 
Daniel McCarthy 
Bronx, 10461       
 
Elizabeth Ortiz 
Bronx  
 
Frank Carlo Piantini 
Scarsdale, 10583  
 
Frank Rizzo 
Eastchester, 10709          
 
Joseph Russomondo 
Bronx, 10462     
 
Charlene J Schulz 
Bronx, 10464          
 
Greg Speckert 
New York, 10128        

WELCOME 
City Island Power Squadron 

New Members 

What is USPS 
__Organized in 1914, USPS is a 
non profit, educational organiza-
tion dedicated to making boating 
safer and more enjoyable by 
teaching classes in seamanship, 
navigation and related subjects. 
Our members are boating fami- 

lies who contribute to their communities by promoting 
safe boating through education. We enjoy participating 
with our fellow members on the water and in the class-
room. USPS has some 60,000 members organized into 
450 squadrons across the country and in some US terri-
tories. USPS is America's largest non-profit boating or-
ganization and has been honored by three US presidents 
for its civic contributions.  

What educational courses are available to USPS 
members 

The squadron offers many carefully planned courses in 
subjects like Seamanship, Piloting, Plotting and Position 
Finding, Celestial Navigation, Cruise Planning, Engine 
Maintenance, Marine Electronics, Sailing, and much 
more. These courses are taught by experienced member 
instructors, and members who complete them are recog-
nized. To learn more visit:  

http://www.usps.org/newpublic1/guesthome.htm 
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David Alves     

Leonel Cortizo  

Chris Goldstein 

Juan Carlos Izquierdo   

Eugene James    

Monique James   

Peter Masella, Jr.      

Alberto Rosario 

Vicente M. Saa, Jr.     

Dick Smyth      

Dennis Sugrue   

Edwina Ten Eyck 

Barry Watkins Jr.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS & SAVE THE DATES!  

We've got some great social activities planned for this watch 

HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTY DINNER DANCE 

at the Westchester Country Club, Saturday, October 25  

HAYDEN PLANETARIUM TRIP, Saturday, November 22  

HOLIDAY CHEER DINNER/DANCE 

at Tomobolino's Restaurant, Saturday, December 13  

FLYERS WILL BE MAILED WITH MEETING NOTICES 

                             P/C Barbara Mandarano, JN 

Congratulations to 
our new Seaman  

 

 

The first day of the year in the Christian calendar (Gregorian calendar) is January, 
1st. 
The first month in the Jewish calendar is Nisan (March/April in the Gregorian calen-
dar), although years are numbered from Tishri, the 7th month. 
The first month in the Hindu calendar is Chait'r (March/April). 
The Chinese New Year occurs at the second new moon after the beginning of the 
Northern Hemisphere winter, thus between 20 January and 20 February. 
The word January derives from the Latin Januarius. 

 

The first documented lighthouse was the Lighthouse of Alexandria, built in 200 BC on the island of Pharos by the Egyp-
tian Emperor Ptolemy. Considered as one of the Seven Wonders of the World, it is thought to have been 150 meters 
(492 ft) high - about three times taller than modern lighthouses. 

Roman emperors built many lighthouses to assist their navigators. In 90 AD, Emperor Caligula ordered a light house at 
Dover, England. It is the oldest lighthouse in England and still stands in the Dover Castle grounds. The world's tallest 
brick lighthouse, the Lanterna at Genoa, was built in 1543. It still stands proud at 75m (246 ft) tall.  The world's first stone 
lighthouse was the Smeaton Eddystone, built just south of Plymouth, England in 1756 by John Smeaton, the "Father of 
Civil Engineering." It was lit with only 24 candles. Today, lighthouse lights are the equivalent of 20 million candles, lit by 
high pressure xenon lamps. 

The first stone lighthouse was lit by only 24 candles 

 

In the old days, sea captains kept pigs on board because they believed, should they be shipwrecked, pigs always swam 
toward the nearest shore. Pigs are often thought to be dirty, but actually keep themselves cleaner than most pets. They 
are seen laying in mud because they do not have sweat glands and constantly need water or mud to cool off. 

The calendars 

We use the term "three sheets to the wind" to describe someone who has too much to 
drink. As such, they are often bedraggled with perhaps shirttails out, clothes a mess. 
The reference is to a sailing ship in disarray, that is with sheets (lines — not "ropes" — 
that adjust the angle at which a sail is set in relation to the wind ) flapping loosely in the 
breeze. 

Sea captains used to keep pigs on board 

Three sheets to the wind 
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DSC RADIOS 
Digital Selective Calling (DSC) radio is the latest in marine 
radio technology. Digital Selective Calling is part of a global 
upgrade in maritime distress communications. Satellite and 

digital technology used for several years on com-
mercial ships is now available to the recreational 
boater. DSC radios allow boaters to make ship-
to-ship private calls and the DSC distress channel 

is currently being monitored by commercial ships. 
Since 1996 recreational boaters were no longer required to 
have a ship's station license issued by the FCC in order to 
operate a VHF radio. The new DSC radios however have to 
be registered to work properly in emergency situations. 
They are also encoded with a unique nine digit FCC identifi-
cation number that allows the ship-to-ship calling feature. 
This unique number called a Maritime Mobile Service Identity 
or MMSI, is much like your cell phone number. Once the 
radio is registered with the FCC, that information and your 
boat's information is entered in the US Coast Guard's na-
tional distress database. 
The major advantage of the DSC radio is its ability to send an 
automatic "mayday" that identifies the vessel and also, when 
connected to a LORAN or GPS, can send the vessels loca-
tion. The DSC radio operates much like an EPIRB that sends 
encoded "maydays" directly to satellites. The DSC radio will 
also continue sending the emergency signal if the skipper is 
disabled. 
Another feature of the DSC radio is the ability to place pri-
vate ship-to-ship calls to other vessels equipped with DSC 
radio. Basically if you know the MMSI number of the radio 
you are calling only that vessel will receive you message. Just 
like using your cell phone. 
Although commercial ships over 300 tons are now required 
to monitor the DSC Radio reserved Channel 70 for distress 
calls, the US Coast Guard is still monitoring Channel 16. As 
the Coast Guard updates and upgrades there equipment, 
they should be monitoring DSC Channel 70 in many areas by 
2002-3 and be fully functional and compliant by 2005-6. The 
USCG's equipment up grade will include: 
• DSC capability to send or receive calls on channel 70 

• Eliminate the 65 gaps in current VHF coverage in the US 

• Provide direction finding capability to trace a garbled 
radio signal to within 25 miles 

• Provide playback of VHF voice or digital calls 

Provide automatic tracking of USCG ships and aircraft on 
search and rescue missions 

There have been recent incidences where commercial ships 
have picked up the "mayday" calls on Channel 70 and relayed 
them to the USCG. 
The DSC radio feature is part of the Global Maritime Dis-
tress and Safety System (GMDSS). This system was put in 
place by international treaty in 1988 and all seagoing nations 
including the US will be GMDSS compliant by 2005-6.  

HOW MUCH PAINT DO I NEED? 
Use the formula below to determine your surface area, 
then refer to the paint category for an estimate of the 
amount of paint required when applying by brush or 
roller. Purchase enough paint to apply two coats. 

LOA x BEAM x .85 = AREA  OF BOTTOM 

MULTI-SEASON 400-450 SQ. FT. PER GALLON 

HARD 400 SQ. FT. PER GALLON 

ALUMINUM 275-375 SQ. FT. PER GALLON 

TEFLON 300 SQ. FT. PER GALLON 

VINYL 300-350 SQ. FT. PER GALLON 

Antifouling Paints - Below the Waterline 
Protection 

Any solid surface, including boat bottoms, is a potential 
home for fouling of all kinds. Animal fouling, such as barna-
cles, encrusting bryozoans, and zebra mussels, as well as 
vegetable fouling such as algae and sea-grass represent tre-
mendous challenges to an antifouling paint. Most antifouling 
paints contain copper compounds as the active ingredient 
in preventing fouling attachment. Recently, several addi-
tions have been approved for use in antifouling paints in 
combination with copper, boosting the paints efficiency. 
These new paints are currently awaiting EPA approval. For 
aluminum surfaces, copper-containing paints are not rec-
ommended since the copper compounds will cause galvanic 
corrosion of the aluminum. Therefore for these surfaces, 
tin-containing antifouling paints are still available. The dif-
ference between most antifouling paints is not the active 
ingredient, or toxicant, rather it is in the method in which 
the active ingredient is delivered. 

Leaching antifoulings - Leaching antifoulings can be ei-
ther soft, semi-hard, or hard finishes. In general, the harder 
finishes are used in the stronger, longer lasting paints and 
the softer finishes are used in more economical paints for 
cooler, low-fouling waters. All these paints function by the 
slow dissolution of water soluble portions of the paint film, 
releasing (leaching) the cuprous oxide into the water. 
Eventually, as the paint dissolves and leaches copper into 
the water, the water insoluble portion of the film is left 
behind on the surface, which prevents further leaching of 
the paint. A cross section of the depleted paint film, if 
viewed with a microscope, would contain many holes and 
voids, looking very similar to a sponge. This depleted paint 
film must be sanded off the hull before the boat is re-
painted. 

Ablative antifoulings - Ablative antifoulings also func-
tion, to a degree, by leaching the toxicant into the water. 
But more importantly, ablative antifoulings also function by          
(continued on next page)  

Tekno-Talk 
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Correct response is:  

24 hours in a day 

26 letters of the alphabet 

7 days of the week 

7 wonders of the world 

12 signs of the zodiac 

66 books of the bible 

52 cards in a pack (without Jokers) 

13 stripes in the US flag 

18 holes on a golf course 

39 books of the Old Testament 

5 toes on a foot 

90 degrees in a right angle 

3 blind mice (see how they run) 

32 is the temp. in degrees faren. at 
which water freezes 
15 players on a rugby team 

3 wheels on a tricycle 

100 kopecks in a ruble // 100 cents in a 
rupee 
11 players in a football (soccer) team 

12 months in a year 

13=unlucky for some 

8 tentacles on an octopus 

29 days in February in a leap year 

27 books in the New Testament 

365 days in a year 

13 loaves in a baker’s dozen 

52 weeks in a year 

9 lives of a cat 

60 minutes in an hour 

23 pairs of chromosomes in the human 
body 
64 squares on a chess board 

9 planets in solar alignment 

6 balls to an over in cricket 

1000 years in a millennium 

15 men on a dead man’s chest 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  
10 

c d a d b c c d d c 

ANSWERS TO MENSA TEST 
ANSWERS TO SEAMANSHIP QUIZ 

SCORE           IF YOUR SCORE WAS LESS THAN 17… CONSIDER TAKING  
THE SEAMANSHIP COURSE ! 

 

Antifouling Paints ... 
the controlled erosion, or ablation, of the paint film. This is achieved 
by engineering the solubility of the paint resins so that as the active 
ingredient is leached into the water, the depleted film left behind is so 
weakened that it polishes right off as the boat moves through the 
water. This controlled erosion results in a continuously renewed sur-
face, with fresh toxicant always available for the prevention of fouling 
attachment. Benefits of this engineered solubility and controlled ero-
sion are minimal coating buildup, continuous renewal of antifouling 
surface, and multi-seasonal capability. And, since the paint film pol-
ishes away with use, much like a bar of soap, there is no depleted 
paint film on the surface which must be sanded off before recoating, 
greatly reducing the sanding required each year.       

SEA FEVER 
I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky, And 
all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by, And the wheel's kick 
and the wind's song and the white sail's shaking, And a grey mist on 
the sea's face, and a grey dawn breaking. 

I must go down to the seas again, for the call of the running tide Is a 
wild call and a clear call that may not be denied; And all I ask is a 
windy day with the white clouds flying, And the flung spray and the 
blown spume, and the sea-gulls crying. 

I must go down to the seas again, to the vagrant gypsy life, To the 
gull's way and the whale's way where the wind's like a whetted knife; 
And all I ask is a merry yarn from a laughing fellow-rover, And quiet 
sleep and a sweet dream when the long trick's over. 

John Masefield (1878-1967)  
Poet laureate of Great Britain from 1930 until his death, John Mase-
field was only 22 years old when he wrote the simple and moving 
lines in his poem 'Sea Fever'. Masefield was born on June 1, 1878, in 
Ledbury, Herefordshire, England. Young Masefield wanted to be a 
merchant marine officer. At 13 he boarded the training ship Conway 
moored in the river Mersey. After two and a half years on the school 
ship he was apprenticed aboard a sailing ship that was bound for Chile 
by way of Cape Horn. In 1897 he returned to England determined to 
succeed as a writer. He worked on newspapers at first. But he never 
forgot his days at sea. In 1902 Masefield published his first volume of 
poems, 'Salt-Water Ballads'. After that he wrote steadily poems, sto-
ries, and plays. In World War I Masefield served in the Red Cross in 
France and on a hospital ship at Gallipoli. His book 'Gallipoli' (1916) is 
an account of that campaign. He died on May 12, 1967, near Abingdon 
in Berkshire, England.  



PHOTO INSERT 6 

 

Did you forget 

to shave?

I swear to tell 
the truth ... 

I AM Michael 
Jackson... 
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Editor’sEditor’s  

corner corner   
Acknowledgement  

For two and a half years this newsletter has been edited by 
Marie Milillo & Peggy Morton. The quality care and execution 
of their work has earned CIPS the Award of Excellence in 
Journalism in years 2001 & 2002. As we begin our own edito-
rial adventures, we wish to express the appreciation of the en-
tire membership for their dedication and  quality of their work 
and for having set such lofty standards for our newsletter. A 
job well done! Thank you!  
   The Editors:  Lt/C Jerry Simotas  
     Lt/ Vincent Bocchimuzzo 

This winter of our discontent...has made many of 
us boaters eager and rearing to go out on the 
water and to enjoy summer boating activities.  
Although this eagerness is common for all of us, 
what is not common is how much attention each 
of us pays to safety issues on the water. Getting 
your boat in physical and mechanical condition 
ready is only the first step to a pleasant and safe 
boating experience. What follows, and must be 
attended to, is far less labor-intensive and just as 
important as the condition of your vessel.  Your 
water fun depends on you, your equipment and 
other people who, like yourself, enjoy spending 
leisure time on, in or near the water. Here are 
some of your responsibilities as given by the 
USCG: 

• Make sure the boat is in top operating condi-

tion and that there are no tripping hazards. 
The boat should be free of fire hazards and 
have clean bilges 

• Safety equipment, required by law, is on 

board, maintained in good condition, and 
you know how to properly use these de-
vices. 

• File a float plan with a relative or friend. 

• Have a complete knowledge of the opera-

tion and handling characteristics of your 
boat. 

• Know your position and know where you 

are going. 

• Maintain a safe speed at all times to avoid 

collision. 

• Keep an eye out for changing weather condi-

tions, and act accordingly. 

• Know and practice the Rules of the Road 

(Navigation Rules). 

• Know and obey Federal and state regulations 

and waterway markers. 

• Maintain a clear, unobstructed view forward 

at all times. "Scan" the water back and forth; 
avoid "tunnel" vision. Most boating collisions 
are caused by inattention. 

When getting a vessel safety check by a qualified  

examiner, he/she will look at the following items: 
registration, lights, horn, lifejackets, fire extin-
guishers, distress signals, ventilation, fuel systems, 
anchor, alternate propulsion, dewatering device, 
electrical system, sewage system, and navigation 
rules.   

The safety check is free and the results are 
ONLY reported to the boat owner.  

Boat safely and don't make this a summer of our  
discontent.   

IT’S IDEAL … TO HAVE  THE VSC IT’S IDEAL … TO HAVE  THE VSC 
SEAL SEAL   

THE VESSEL SAFETY CHECK SAVES LIVES  

Can you guess the per-cent of registered boat owners who undergo a Vessel Safety 
Exam? As of two years ago, 1% to 3% of all registered boaters had their boats inspected 
each year. Once the Power Squadron Members signed on to become VSC Examiners the 
VSC checklist was revised, to include new items to be inspected or discussed and a new 
decal for those who "pass” has been issued. The new decal includes both the Coast 
Guard and the Power Squadron insignia. At this time there is no law enforcement issue 
with regards to the VSC Program. However, as we visit Marina’s the owners of said Ma-
rina’s are exploring the possibility that they will encourage boat owners to have a VSC 
Decal, in order to rent dock-space. Are you  aware of some of the items on the 
VSC “list”? 

1. Display of numbers 

2. Registration/documentation 

3. Personal Flotation Devices 

4. Visual Distress Signals (flares) 

5. Fire extinguishers 

6. Ventilation 

7. Backfire flame control (gas inboards and I/Os) 

8. Sound Producing Device (horn or bell) 

9. Navigation lights 

10. Pollution placard (26' and over) 

11. MARPOL trash placard (26' and over) 

12. Marine Sanitation Device (for installed heads) 

13. Navigation rules book (12 meters, or 39.4'. and over) 

14. State and/or Local requirements 

15. Overall vessel condition for: Deck free of hazards, clean bilge, safe electrical/ safe fuel 
systems, safe galley/heating systems. 

Our Squadron has VSC Examiners and they are ready to inspect your boat. For an 
exam, please call Vincent Bocchimuzzo: (914) 779-8311.    

You can do a virtual safety check at  http://

safetyseal.net/what_is_vsc.asp before you 

call a qualified VSC examiner. 
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